JULY 23 NEWS

	World Congress starts in 2 days and 9 hours

	THE 12TH SUBUD WORLD CONGRESS HAS BEGUN!!! 
	Jul 22, 2005 
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Greetings from Innsbruck everyone!!! 

I've been trying to find someone with some photos that can be transferred to my computer... but no luck so far; I decided not to delay with putting some news of the first days out to you.

Members have been arriving in Innsbruck in greater numbers since last Monday, descending on the Congress Centre in a lively confusion of colour, languages and laughter. Also a certain sadness that no Ukrainian member has yet received a visa in spite of the mammoth efforts, and only one Congolese and one Angolan. Still, an active group of stalwarts continue to pursue every possible avenue to see if we can get more visas approved, and things are looking positive for more Angolans and a few Congolese. 

Even so, the amount of people coming together is already impressive. I'm not good at estimates, but I would dare to say it's close to 2500... but don't quote me on that.

Yesterday we had the first big latihans followed by kejiwaan groups for those interested. Others prepared the opening ceremony while others just hung out greeting new arrivals. We have a great team of enthusiastic and friendly staff members who do their very best to attend to everyone's needs.

The opening ceremony began at 20:00. Faustine Sfeir, SICA chairlady, had arranged for a young French string orchestra "Vibrations" to perform in this event. Following words of greeting from WSA chairman, Daniel Cheifetz, and the vice-mayor of the city of Innsbruck, the orchestra opened with pieces by Benjamin Britten and Subud member Hamilton Cheifetz. After that they wove works by Villalobos, Tchaikovsky and others with the choral performances of Subud members from around the world. The variety of the songs sung reflected the diversity of our association to perfection. Mir'anda from Australia rounded the ceremony up with a earthy chant that all could join in. The crowd dispersed at the end to strains of Viennese waltzes, inspiring some to grab a partner and dance.

This morning the large Dogana Hall was packed full for the ladies latihan - and I heard it was similar at the mens. As I write from the beautiful Tirol Hall, we are waiting for the arrival of Ibu Rahayu for her opening words and the congress will officially begin.

I'm trying to link up with a photographer with the necessary cables and will keep you in the picture to the best of my ability.

We miss you and send our love! 


Here's a note from Hanafi Libman and Marston Gregory,

But first - Just a little background from Melinda: the formation of the symphony concert has been its own melodrama, with effort to make many details work against all odds.

We were helping the group of Ukranian musicians get to congress because they were part of the concert,AND included the rehersal pianist!(an important tho sort of invisible person). Last week we heard that many visas were being denied,including the Ukranians! Then we heard maybe they could come for the second week...still too late for concert participation. How sad!
(we've not heard the end of the visa story!)
Hence the reference below to the rehersal pianist!

We also were sweating about ticket sales, as we  were not given  much coverage  by the congress team, and could only do what promotion we could from here. Before the congress we had sold only 300...and the hall seats 1500, and the financial success of the event rests on ticket sales, of course!  Some Europeans assured us that in Europe, people don't buy tickets ahead of time with credit cards like we do in America,so...in the long run, we prayed!

Hence the reference below to ticket sales!

Read on!



Envelope-to: subudusa@subudusa.org
From: "Hanafi Libman" <hanafi@oz.net>
To: "'Subud USA'" <subudusa@subudusa.org>
Subject: Congress News from Marston
Date: Fri, 22 Jul 2005 14:39:03 -0700

Dear Melinda:

Finally got the Wifi to work here and send a message.

It has been amazing with the concert trying to work through
Problems...the good news we have solved them.  We found an amazing rehearsal
pianist from the community and He saved our necks today...he is a conductor and did it as a favor.  The
first rehearsal was amazing and with so many singing before we sang through
it. 

Ticket sales keep rising each day and we are hoping that continues.  Our
best sales folks are the chorale
Members who now are very hot for selling it. 

I will email numbers tomorrow of tickets sold.  We probably have sold about
300 in two days.  

Can't say more since Hanafi computer is running out of steam...juice,
Love,Marston

